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Welcome to the new English section of our newsletter. As
English will still continue to be used in a number of subjects in
$4 and S5, and because Ng Wah feels that English is an
essential part of our school curriculum, we have decided to
add an English section to our newsletter with immediate effect.
We hope that parents and students will enjoy reading about

some of the events and activities that have been organized in
the past few months. If you have any suggestions for articles
to include in coming issues, please feel free to contact the

XA

Principal

editorial team.

& PLASER

In May, some of our Sl boys volunteered for a new speech
recognition project known as PLASER. This new project was run by our
school in conjunction with the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology as part of the QEF (Quality Education Fund) project.

The aim of PLASER is to improve students’ pronunciation in

English through the use of speech recognition software. Five schools, s muimets o g
including Ng Wah, have been invited to make use of this new Recegnition Irchueiogy
technology. One of the Assistant Professors responsible for the aessonciation armieg

programme at the university, Dr. Brian Mak, is a Ng Wah old boy. sessssanss

The project is being held as an extra-curricular activity with the help of i

Mr. Chan Fai Hung and Mr. Thomas. The students use the computers in the MMLC
(Multi-Media Language Center) to listen to native English speakers pronouncing words on
the computer. They must then repeat the sounds they hear. With the help of computer
technology, students can find out how accurately they are saying the sounds. After all the
sessions have been completed, they will take another assessment test to find out if their level
of English pronunciation accuracy has improved or not.

As this is a pilot scheme which is being funded by the Education
Department, the results are being monitored closely. So far, most
students seem to have enjoyed using the system, and, after a few initial
minor hiccups, the scheme is now running very smoothly. If the scheme
is found to be successful, it will be extended in the coming year. We
will keep you posted on developments in coming issues.

A L F L W L W L0 W




& ENGLISH WEEK

This year’s English Week took place in

March. Activities included a Scrabble

knockout championship, lunchtime film
shows, Radio Ng Wah, a penmanship
competition, a book exhibition, English
Assemblies with sharing given by SI
students and two days of English shows
with participants from all classes. The
English shows were the highlights of the
English Week. Students really put a lot of
effort into their performances, which

included choral speaking, plays, and singing
" English songs.
This year, every class gave great

performances. The winners for the Junior
Section were classes 1C and 2A, both of
which performed plays. In the senior section,
winners were 3C, who performed a play, 4C,
who performed a song and 6A, who gave a
show-stopping performance based on a
_ | parody of current news items. In general, the
o quality of performances was even higher

than in previous years and as a result, both

the participants and the audience enjoyed
the shows.
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& S1 and 2 English Camps

This year, our NET teacher, Mr. Farrell, accompanied groups
of 30 S1 and S2 students on two English day camps to Sai Kung,
where they met students and NET teachers from three other
schools. During the weeks before the two sessions, Mr. Farrell
worked hard with other NET teachers to arrange a range of short

activities for the students to join, including singing English songs.
solving riddles, activity quizzes and word games. Once all the preparations were completed,
students were invited to join the camps. They visited different
‘activity centres’ where the NET teachers had made all their
preparations. The whole purpose of the sessions was to let students
learn English in an enjoyable way and to have a learning
experience outside the classroom. Mr. Farrell hopes that in the
coming school year even more of these camps will be held so that
students can realize that English learning can actually be a very
enjoyable experience.
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do Speech Festival Certificates

Ng Wah College - Secondary The certificates for the Inglish Speech
2000-2001 52nd H.K. Schools Speech Festival

Festival recently arrived at our school. Over a
hundred of our students entered the
competition, and the majority of them
received proficiency certificates. Several
students even managed to get over 90 marks
in the speech festival. meaning that they

received an honours certiticate. and one of our

senior form students managed to reach the final and come first
place overall despite competition from top schools all over the
territory. Next year, Mr. Wai promises to extend the programme to more classes and students.
Congratulations to all involved!
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& English Courses to Continue

During Christmas and Easter, a number of English
courses were held for students. These courses were held by
the British Council and were offered to Ng Wah students at
special promotional fees. The aims of the courses were to
let students have more confidence in communicating with
others in English, and to have more contact with native-
English speaking teachers who are professionally qualified.
Response from parents was good. especially in lower forms.
At Christmas, several courses were held for S3 and S4
students and at Easter, courses were held for eight classes

of S1 to S4 students.

During the summer, 8 more courses will be run for S2 and S3 students. These courses will
be run by Park Language Group, which has been established in Hong Kong since 1995 and is
registered with the Education Department. Staff are experienced native-English language

teachers and trainers are instructed to use an active classroom approach. Students will be
encouraged to take part in language-focus activities and projects. As with previous courses, we
have used funds from the Education Department to subsidize costs for parents.

As well as these courses for S2-3, there will also be courses for S4 students taught by our
own teachers in the first two weeks of the summer holidays and an Intensive English
Programme will be held for S6 students. All our English teachers will be volunteering their
time during the summer holidays to teach these courses.
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& Paired Reading Scheme

This year’s paired reading scheme proved to be a big success. S4 and S6 students
volunteered their time to pair up with lower form students and help them to improve their
reading, speaking and pronunciation. Participants were told that they must attend 80 per cent of
sessions to be awarded a certificate, and only one student failed to attend the required number
of sessions. As a result, we plan to continue and extend the scheme in the coming year. We are
extremely grateful to the English Club for helping to organize this activity.
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R A A FEHE Activities of Catholic Society@

Many are under the impression that religion must bore them. The
fact is that it is not boring at all. Having the role of arousing students’
attention to Catholicism, the Catholic Society has made a strenuous
effort to show how meaningful religion is.

The members of this academic year totalled 78. We have
organized a wide variety of activities for not just the members but all
the students. These activities include members’ gatherings, prayer
meetings, Passover Meals and Students” Retreats as well as a joint

school camp.
By playing games, the members have raised their awareness of what

religion is. The prayer meetings are aimed at offering students the time and
the opportunity to relax and relieve pressure. They are regularly held in the
chapel during lunch hour.

Students’ Retreat is a traditional function held every March. The
venue is Cheung Chau and the duration is two days. During this function,
students are classified into different groups and play a handful of games.
But there is more to it than that. There is an opportunity to have a self-
examination and strengthen their faith in God.

To broaden our horizons, we also held a joint-school camp in July.
The participants were from St. Teresa Secondary School, Lai King
Catholic School, and others. The main theme was ‘Friendship’. The
games played brought this theme out and trusting communication as
well as co-operation were essential for the success in each game.

Lacking a correct self-image, students are impressionable and
gullible and they may be induced to do something illegal. We have
done many things to help them see that the only truth is to believe in
and follow God. Everybody is welcome and our doors are always open.
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