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The Park".‘

. Language Group
Christmas Courses B

This year, the Park Language Group was again asked to conduct short courses over the Christmas holiday
period following the success of our Summer Courses. The response from parents was so overwhelming that
extra afternoon sessions were added, meaning a total of sixteen classes were held during six days over the
holiday period. The courses were all taught by native-English speakers who were qualified teachers. The
average class size was just 15 students. As a result, in each class the students had more opportunity to
communicate with their teachers in English, something which can be difficult in regular classes of up to 42
students. Feedback from students was largely positive, with many happy to attend courses which gave them
more exposure to English and more fun-oriented activities such as describing their feelings, completing
questions on a video programme and finding out more about Christmas. As usual, our English teachers
volunteered their time and help with administration during the course. All students who attended the course
with the required 80% attendance will receive certificates.

English Fortnight

This year, the English Week was extended into an English Fortnight. Many activities were held during the
period, including several that were held for the first time this year. These included a creative writing
competition which was held by some classes and a special mini-carnival, which included several competitions
and games, on the last day of the festival. These games were played by students who lined up to watch film
shows in the MMLC, and they were required to test themselves with at least two games before they were
allowed to enter the room. The games included tongue-twisters, a quiz, joining sentence halves and other
puzzles. All were organized by members of the English Club. Small prizes were given to the competitors. In
addition, Ng Wah versions of "The Weakest Link" and "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire" were held for S1 and
S2 students to enjoy. S3 students watched pupils who had received placing in the speech festival give their
performances, while S4 and S6 enjoyed a mini-concert and speech festival performances. As usual, there were
film shows held in the MMLC during lunch times, Radio Ng Wah with song requests, and a Scrabble
Knockout Competition, as well as English-language assemblies and presentations by S1-S6 students who
volunteered to give speeches in the assembly. Students were also encouraged to read English-language books
during the reading period. Every teacher contributed in some way to the success of the English fortnight,
giving up their lunchtimes to supervise the film shows, preparing activities or helping students to train for
their speech performances.




English Corner

The English Corner now has a permanent home, in the location of the old fourth-floor staff room.
In November, after a long wait, 11 computers were installed in the room, along with a wide
selection of software specifically related to English language learning. What is more. the room is a
treasure trove of things to do and see. There is a large selection of English readers and story
books, a range of American comic books, sets of Scrabble, English quiz games and other English-
language games, English-language magazines, VCDs and a tape recorder which is useful for
recording and dubbing. After a soft opening, the room was open three days a week after school
during the English fortnight. Our NET teacher, Mr Farrell, and two S6 English monitors, have
volunteered to help run the corner. Now, a steady stream of students, mainly in S5, use the room
for self-access learning, and from February the room will be open after school every Tuesday and
Thursday. As well as this, the room is regularly used by smaller classes for lessons. If students
are interested, please come and visit the Corner. However, do remember that due to the small size
of the room, a maximum of sixteen students are allowed to visit at any one time.

Meet the English Teacher

In this and future editions, we have decided to include a new feature "Meet the Teacher". Each
issue, we will introduce a different member of the English teaching staff. In this issue, we
introduce one of our newer teachers, Mr. Wai. Mr. Wai is a graduate from St Joseph's College. He
studied his first degree in the USA and went on to study a Master's degree in education in
England. He has been working at Ng Wah for two years. This year, he is teaching English to
S1B, S3C and S4E. Mr.Wai is always concerned about the students he teaches and tries to push
them to achieve their potential. He has a keen interest in the Hong Kong Speech Festival.




53rd Hong Kong Speech Festival

This year, a record number of students joined the Hong Kong Speech Festival(English
Section). In addition to solo performances, there were also choral performances by 1A, 1B
and S2. The S2 class, trained by Miss Wong, received the third prize in the competition, an
excellent result considering the high level of competition from other schools.

Results were also encouraging for a number of solo performers, with many receiving merits
for their performances. Five of our students managed to get awards as the 1st runner-up or
2nd runner-up in their section despite competition from other top schools in Hong Kong. In
all, a total of 84 students received merit certificates for their performances and a further 102
students received proficiency certificates. A list of our top performers is given below.
Congratulations to everyone who competed and a special thank-you to Mr Wai and other
teachers who helped with organizing and training the students.

Summary of results achieved by Ng Wah boys during the Speech Festival (English Section)

| Competition Award Student Name/Class
Form 3 SoloVerse 1st Runner-Up Chan Pak Kiu (3D)
Speaking
' Form 1 Prose Reading 2nd Runner-up Wong Man Yi (1C)
From 2 Choral Speaking 2nd Runner-up S2 students
Bible Reading 2nd Runner-up Cheung Wing Chun (3E) =i
S6 and S7 Prose Reading 2nd Runner-up Wong Chung Yin (6A)
Shakespeare Monologue (S7) 2nd Runner-up Lau Siu l-fong, Samuel (7A)
S1 Choral Speaking Merits SIA, SIB
Sl Merits 6 students
S1 Proficiency 13 students
S2 Merits 6 students
S2 Proficiency i 1 9 students
S3 Merits 33 students
S3 Proficiency 47 students
S4 Merits 31 students
S4 Proficiency 27 students _
S5 Proficiency 1 student =i
S6 Merits 5 students i -
S6 = Proficiency 5 students
S7 | Merits 2 students |
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